4EMPOWERMENT® E-LETTER
Tuesday, July 29, 2003

Welcome back Teachers and Students for the 2003-04 school year!
4empowerment Events:


E-SET (Empowering Science Education through Technology) Workshop in Austin, Texas, July 23-25, 2003


Middle and high school science teachers convened in Austin for the kick-off and orientation workshop in preparation for the latest incarnation of the acclaimed Cyberways and Waterways program.  This latest program received a prestigious Texas Education Agency 2002 TARGET grant, with the fiscal agent being San Felipe Del Rio CISD.  Thank you to Hector Montalvo (Program Coordinator), Lisa Perez (Fiscal Assistant), the 4empowerment team, and all the teachers and presenters who made this workshop a huge success!


MC (Making the Connections) Workshop in Haltom City, Texas (DFW area), August 25-26, 2003


Language Arts teachers from 23 different middle and high schools across the state of Texas will meet at Birdville ISD located in Haltom City (just NE of Fort Worth) for their initial training and orientation workshop for a brand new educational program incorporating technology into the Language Arts classrooms.  Birdville ISD is the fiscal agent for this 2002 TARGET grant program.

Website Updates:

Biodiversity QUIZ
Think you know your environmental trivia?  Match your wits against our quiz found on the 4e homepage at http://www.4empowerment.com.  Be sure to let us know what you think is the biggest clog in the drain for cleaning up our rivers by taking our online poll (also found on our homepage).


New Expert Profile featuring John Wedig, an aquatic scientist with LCRA (Lower Colorado River Authority)

As a scientist, John recognizes how important it is to be able to communicate effectively and accurately.  See what else he says by checking out his expert profile:  http://www.4empowerment.com/en/community/profiles/expert_wedig.jhtml. 

Where it’s at …
We proudly unveil the newest tab on our website: the 4e-zine.  It is the place to showcase exemplary samples of student’s creative talents with writing, photography, spoken word, and video.  Come explore this latest addition at http://www.4empowerment.com/ezine/.

Contests & Competitions:


2003 STUDENT SHORT SCREENPLAY COMPETITION

The Austin Film Festival has partnered with 4empowerment to sponsor the Student Short Screenplay Competition (grades 7 – 12). 

Final deadline is Friday, September 5, 2003 (entries must be postmarked by Sept. 5th). http://www.4empowerment.com/en/langarts/features/screen_contest2003.jhtml
RESOURCES TO SHARE:


Lower Colorado River Authority’s educational resources
Central Texas’s water authority provides informative and challenging science projects for school kids of all ages (K-12).  For more info, please check out http://static.lcra.org/wrp/edu/vm_main.htm .


Texas Commission on the Arts’ (TCA) Young Masters Program

Do you have an especially motivated 8th-12th grader who aspires to become an accomplished artist?    The TCA has developed a program which funds especially dedicated young artists to participate in advanced art training programs.  Be sure to visit http://www.arts.state.tx.us/  or call (512) 936-6564 for details about this program.  Applications must be postmarked by December 15, 2003.

Writers League of Texas:  Come learn about short stories and the publishing industry from novelist Karen Stolz in historic Jefferson, Texas, September 5-7, 2003!

The Writers’ League of Texas (formerly the Austin Writers’ League) is sponsoring a retreat with Karen Stolz in the relaxing environs of Jefferson, located about 150 miles due east of Dallas.  Registration deadline is August 15, 2003.  For more details, please see http://www.writersleague.org/classes.htm.
· Congratulations to Lance Armstrong on his tremendous victory in the Tour de France!

Check out the first chapter of his new book at:  http://www.lancearmstrong.com/lance/online2.nsf/html/chapter1.



Do you have a student you’d like to see profiled on our website? Send teacher and student contact information to dragonfly@4empowerment.com
Send us your comments.  Do you like receiving the e-letter?  To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, please send an email to dragonfly@4empowerment.com.

PAGE  
Page 1 of 2

