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Celebrate 10th Annual Texas Writers Month May 2003
Web Site Updates:

Texas Writers QUIZ & POLL
Find out how much you know (or don’t know!) about Texas writers by taking our new quiz found on 4empowerment’s homepage at http://www.4empowerment.com.  Be sure to let us know if you think a writer must be born in Texas to be called a Texas author by taking our online poll (also found on our homepage).


New Expert Profile featuring Texas author Stephen Harrigan!

Interested in learning about a day in the life of an acclaimed Texas author?  Check out Stephen’s newly installed profile at http://www.4empowerment.com/en/community/profiles/expert_profiles.jhtm.  For more info about Stephen’s accomplishments, go to his website: http://www.stephenharrigan.com

NOTEWORTHY!  In support of Texas Writers Month (TWM), the Governor’s office issued an official proclamation announcing the annual event on April 30th.  The press release cites 4empowerment’s John Graves curriculum guide as does the TWM ad in the May issue of Texas Monthly on page 79.

Go to http://www.4empowerment.com/en/newsevents/4e_news/index.jhtml.


JOHN GRAVES Curriculum Guide
The 2003 Texas Writers Month is honoring John Graves’s award-winning novel Goodbye to a River. A curriculum and study guide for Goodbye To A River can be found at: http://www.4empowerment.com/en/curricula/langarts/graves_intro.jhtml 

(Also please visit http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/news/press/tx_rivers.htm for more info.)
Contests & Competitions:



Haltom City Public Library’s 3rd Annual Texas Writer’s Month Contest:  The theme this year is “The Yellow Prose of Texas,” and all ages are encouraged to submit by the deadline May 31, 2003. Go to http://www.haltomcitytx.com (under City Depts/Library). 



Thirteenth Annual 2003 Violet Crown Book Awards; Eighth Annual Teddy Children’s Book Award: Both contests are hosted by The Writers’ League of Texas (formerly the Austin Writers’ League).  Deadline for both contests is May 31, 2003. http://www.writersleague.org/contests.htm

2003 STUDENT SHORT SCREENPLAY COMPETITION

The Austin Film Festival has partnered with 4empowerment to sponsor the Student Short Screenplay Competition (grades 7 – 12). All students who submit their film and/or screenplay by the early deadline of Friday, May 23, 2003, will have their names entered in a raffle to win FINAL DRAFT 6.0 Professional Scriptwriting Software (approximately a $200 value). Final deadline is Friday, September 5, 2003 (entries must be postmarked by Sept. 5th). http://www.4empowerment.com/en/langarts/features/screen_contest2003.jhtml
RESOURCES TO SHARE:


2003 CINEMA / TELEVISION SUMMER CAMP June 16 – August 1

Are you between the ages of 9 and 17, and want to learn more about animation, documentaries, 3-D modeling, and other film-related activities?  Be sure to visit www.austinfilmfestival.com or call (512) 478-4795 for all the details; event hosted by U.T.’s Radio-Television-Film Department and Austin Film Festival Kids ‘N Film Program. Registration deadline is June 6, 2003.

Writers League of Texas:  Come spend a weekend with screenwriter Bonnie Orr in Port A!

The Writers’ League of Texas (formerly the Austin Writers’ League) is sponsoring a retreat with screenwriter Bonnie Orr on the Texas coast at Port Aransas June 27-29th.  Registration deadline is May 23, 2003.  For more details, please see http://www.writersleague.org/classes.htm.

Texas Monthly Bookgroup presenting Oscar Casares, Dao Strom, and Amanda Eyre Ward. 
On May 28th at 7:00 p.m. at Book People in Austin, Mike Shea, Texas Monthly’s book columnist, will be hosting these three famed authors.  Come join in what will no doubt be a lively and literary discussion!  For more info, please check out http://www.bookpeople.com/coe/html.



Do you have a student you’d like to see profiled on our website? Send teacher and student contact information to dragonfly@4empowerment.com
Send us your comments.  Do you like receiving the e-letter?  To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, please send an email to dragonfly@4empowerment.com.
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